
 

Create a killer professional pic 
9:42AM, Oct 31, 2013 

Edwina Carr 

Your career profile pic can be the difference between snagging and losing your dream job. Here’s how to nail it…  

 
A picture says a thousand words, 
right? So no matter how awesome 
your job history and achievements 
might look on your LinkedIn profile 
or CV, if your professional profile 
picture isn’t up to scratch, you can 
kiss goodbye to job opportunities. 
“First impressions count and 
employers do look at your 
professional profile picture and 
make assumptions based on that,” 
explains career expert from Suzie 
Plush Consulting, Melissa Johnston. 
“So while your experience, training 
and qualifications should be your 
top priority, it is important to make 
sure your profile picture is 
professional.” Here’s how… 
 

 
FB vs LinkedIn 

Here’s the scenario, you’ve got a pretty damn cute profile pic on Facebook of you at a friend’s party looking pretty holding a 
glass of bubbly, so you decide to make it your LinkedIn profile pic. Ba -bow. Wrong move, lady. Just ‘cos you look baben in the 
photo doesn’t mean it’ll  translate into the professional world. 

“Facebook is all  about your friends and social life so your profile pic can be fun, however it’s not always a good idea to us e the 
same pic professionally,” explains Melissa. “As a general rule, holding alcohol, displaying cleavage, wearing sunglasses and pics 
where you’re out at a bar are not a good idea.” You don’t want a potential employer to think you’re a trashbag do you?  

Makeup 

We all want to look our best when we’re going for a new position, right? So the makeup you wear in your professional pic is 
super important. “The key here is to do your makeup as you usually would in a professional environment,” urges Melissa. “A 

dramatic smokey eye isn’t natural and I wouldn’t recommend it." Keep your hair simple and along the lines of how you’d 
normally wear it. That crazy elaborate updo? It might scream “trying too hard” to an employer.  

Look like you 

Sounds pretty obvious, huh? But ensuring that you look how you normally do (but maybe a little more profesh) is a great way t o 
get the attention of an employer. So if you’ve normally got super curly hair, don’t put up a pic of you with dead straight locks 
because you think it looks better. “Being yourself in your professional picture shows that you’re comfortable with how you look 

and are confident in who you are,” explains Melissa. Trust us, there’s no point in putting up a photo that doesn’t look like you, 
just show off your natural, pretty self! 
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